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EDITORIAL

In globalization when relationships have been rapidly breaking and individualism
is appreciated; Inquest is sincerely feeling the need to be united with other
mstitutions and organizations. In this process, Inquest is extremely happy to declare
that we have extended our family to Kharagpur College through a MOU. From
this issue Inquest will be brought out in collaboration with Kharagpur college.

Inquest started his journey in 2014; so he is almost entering into a decade with lot
of ups and downs. In this long journey we are indebted to Dr. Prantosh Sen,
retired Principal Gour Mahavidyalay,Malda and Professor Gopa Dutta, Jadavpur
University. They guided us every step of the way in time to time. Our special
thanks go to Professor Dr. Gopal Chandra Mishra- former Vice Chancellor of
the University of Gour Banga, Malda for his sincere endeavour to push the Inquest
a step forward.

In this new journey Inquest still prefers to stick to his old philosophy and outlook
so far nurtured with a simple aim to extend the areas of research not only by
academic fellows but by giving equal importance to the researches ofnon-academic
freelance researchers outside academic boundaries.

The present issue of Inquest is designed as a general issue. It covers a wide range
of'subjects from a critical analysis of Tarapada Santra's field works-based on
local history to a critical study on Shyamasangeet and Kalisangeet to explore a
less visible domain of vakti sangeet with special reference to Tantrik Buddhisim;
on the role of people's song in the mass movement of Jungle Mahal, an introspection
mto the Guruism in Matua sect, an offbeat narrative on Maithili Kali based on a
sanctioned Research Project: “The origin and Development of Sakta Cult in the
Selective Regions of Malda District (1500-1800 and so on.

Hope this issue too provide good thoughts to our readers and open new discourse
regarding the topics. At the sametime, we unhesitantly admit that our endevour is
not without our limitation, but we tried our level best and the rest will be on the
Judgement of our sincere readers.
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National Education Policy (NEP 2020) :
Prospects and Challenges

M. N. Goswami*

In 2020, the Central Government announced education policy that would make easy to taking
over the education sector in our country by both domestic and foreign capital. Privatization and
commercialization of education is the main goal of this reform. At the same time, the government
has decided to implement its own sectarian agenda in the name of uniformity and integration of
the curriculum and textbooks.

The central government has decided to implement this policy unilaterally without giving any
opportunity for the public to protest in large numbers. They do not bother about the democratic
practice in this implementation. They do not discuss the matter in Parliament or legislative
assemblies, even with the academicians as well as students and teachers. They have taken the
opportunity to declare the well contemplated policy in the Covid-19 pandemic situation.

The education policy declares that the center of higher education across the country should
become an autonomous-self-financing institution accommodating a student population of about
3,000. Their self-financing, autonomous characters will gradually increase in line with the flexibility
of the new policy without inviting any protest. Today’s university system, which is affiliated with
hundreds of colleges, will be phased out in order to create a conducive environment for that. The
meaning of autonomy to the institutions means the autonomy to raise funds. Giving the right to
award degrees to the respective institutions will ensure that every capitalist in the educational
sector has the opportunity to brand his or her institution and thereby eliminate the possibility of
non-competitive capital disappearing over time. The new education policy speaks out against the
commercialization of education again and again, proposes to invite foreign universities to address
the problem. By delegating responsibility for education to corporates, non-governmental
organizations, parents’ committees, and locally organized educational committees, the government
will gradually dodge its responsibility for education. The document is rhetorical against reducing
budget allocations for education, but has remained silent on how to address them.

The policy document reminds that India was once a world leader in higher education by
enumerating some of the old Buddhist institutions as universities like Nalanda and Takshila. But

the term “Research Institutes” or the frontier research organizations like ISI, Bose Institute or
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IACS at Kolkata, IISc at Bengaluru, and TIFR at Mumbai etc. who had brought glory (and even
Nobel Prize) to India has been totally omitted in the entire document of the education policy 2020.
But it is in the context of discussing the circumstances under which foreign universities can invest
in India as well as the possibility of foreign students coming to study in India. In this way even
tradition is presented as a commodity for the policy.

Like Special Economic Zone a similar commercial center is proposed as Special Educational
Zone which generates private capital. Teachers and students will have no rights in such special
educational zones for the environment or the betterment of study. In this connection it is to be
said that, the discussion of the B.Ed curriculum deals with the fundamental duties; but it does not
talk about fundamental rights. The concept of fundamental rights does not evolve generation

after generation through this education policy.

Experiential learning or constructivism is the basis of school education according to the
education policy which has been already implemented in some states like Kerala according to the
guidelines from the World Bank. But the experiences from anywhere the said curriculum and
pedagogy was implemented is with bitter consequences and the modern research shows that it is
totally unscientific. This constructive mode of learning is built totally rejecting the scientific
understanding and the functioning of the human brain in the creation and acquisition of knowledge.
Many teachers have the confusion that the proposed constructivism and cognitive construction
are one and the same and is a scientific project.

The education policy states about the equality and the need for inclusion, seeks to address
that by pushing children into low-quality private education. The policy also outlines the opportunity
of finding a list of retired teachers, retired government employees, alumni, volunteers, etc. who
are willing to teach. It also sets forward the model of ‘Gurukula’ based education, ‘Patashala’
based education, or home-based education. The importance of formal education by adequately
qualified teachers is rejected for the ages of 6 tol4 years.

The policy proposes an opportunity for the financially deprived to end their education if needed
by getting a few jobs at each stage, legitimizing the process by which students drop out of education
through an entry-exit policy. It is argued that ‘students are to be skilled in occupations according
to their abilities’, it means traditional jobs. University admission, including professional education,
is regulated through public entrance exams, so only those who are financially able to study privately
can get through. In our country today, there is a huge gap between the rich and the poor between

the haves and the have nots. The education policy will accelerate that inequality.
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Secularism and democracy are frequently stated in the policy. But the actual intention of the
government is clear from the fact that the policy is put forward in a context when the chapters
related with democracy and secularism have been removed from the syllabus. Since the scientific
consciousness accepts or rejects any concept based on the evidence, when the government,
which is vocal about scientific education, says that it will combine the Indian tradition with any
kind of education (Indian Knowledge System), it is clear that, in a word, logic and science will
disappear from education. In the introduction part of the document the names of the ancient
scholars, intellectuals of the country-like Charak or Aryabhtta, have been cited several times in
the text, but astonishingly the names of the founders of modern science like J. C. Bose, M. N.
Saha, S. N. Bose, C. V. Raman, P. C. Mahalanabis, Homi J. Bhaba, M. Visvesvaraya, Shanti
Swaroop Bhatnagar, or Birbal Sahni, D. P Khandelwall are completely absent in the document!
Research in universities was aimed at promoting scientific, independent, rational and natural
research. Though the new policy much focussed on the need for research; but that is research
sponsored by the industries to bring-out market products.

In order to grip the objection against the ‘lack of access to education’ from the general
people, the policy proposes to provide only vocational education to the poor and announce it as
education. It is an arrangement that refutes education and employment to the people by creating
the impression that if the labor force is developed, all will get jobs. Since the education policy of
1986, governments introduced a number of vocational courses. This created a lot of people who
are skilled in different areas at the cost of basic education. But what happened to them? Did
anyone get a job after that? That did not happen. Thus, vocational education became unacceptable
to the people. Now in the present policy, it is said that the status of vocational education should be
improved. How is that possible? By eliminating the distinction between curricular, cocurricular
and extracurricular activities; eliminating the distinction between art and science; Eliminating the
distinction between formal education and informal education; eliminating the distinction between
academic education and sports, etc. This process has already been implemented in the different
States and even in higher education sector. According to the education policy, in the name of
improved vocational education, the need today is for vocational education to satisfy the needs of

the market.

Even though the education policy 2020 is uttered about the importance of Indian languages
and the teaching of Indian languages, the emphasis on teaching classical languages in India will
create favourable conditions for backdoor entry of Sanskrit in the Hindi regions. The English
medium will continue in private schools. On the contrary, much has been said about Indian languages
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in order to bring back Sanskrit. At the same time, the new education policy seeks retaining and
using local dialects as they feel they can sell India’s diversity in trade for the benefit of the tourism
industry.

The principles of federalism have been negating by declaring the policy unilaterally in the
covid-19 pandemic situation. The policy has been declared without any consultation with the
states, teaching community of different states. So, the unilateral declaration of policy shows the
approach towards the federalism put forward by the Indian Constitution by the Central Government.

It proclaims the autocratic nature of government.

In brief, the purpose of the education policy 2020 is not to provide universal, compulsory,
scientific and secular education to the people. The government has gone one step further in the
implementation of neo-liberal policies initiated by the Education Policy of 1986. The purpose of
this education policy is to handover the accountability for education to private investment and to

create mechanisms to control it.

Reference

1. https://www.mhrd.gov.in/sites/upload_files/mhrd/files/NEP_Final English.pdf

*Dr. Makhan Nanda Goswami is presently an Assistant Professor, Department of Physics: Midnapore
College, West Bengal, India. Dr. Goswami is also a Science Activist and Editor of the popular Bengali
Science Magazine 'Bigyan Trisha'.
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Thus Spake Nilotpal Roy, A Literary Aficionado
Somnath Bhattacharya*

Abstract

‘Pastiche of Angst’ (English fiction, published in 2016) and ‘Nilotpalnama’ (a collection of Bengali nonfictional
satire, published in 2019) are two books written by Nilotpal Roy, the bilingual author from modern India.
Though it is traditionally accepted that a book-review will furnish itself with the prose and cons of the
book(s) concerned but in literature especially, I find, some books are there to mirror the rise and the fall of
their authors in the ebb and flow of life. In short, such sui generis books, which are the finest documents of
their own authors — witnessing meticulously and documenting carefully the tumultuous journey of a
creative mind transforming itself from the chrysalis to imago to a butterfly — must be reviewed as effective
critiques placing their authors in the unique bulk of cerebral literature. Now for this kind of books —’Tropic
of Cancer’ by Henry Miller, ‘The Brothers Karamazov’ by Fyodor Dostoevsky, ‘Ulysses’ by James Joyce,
‘Wittgenstein’s Mistress’ by David Markson, ‘What the Crow Said’ by Robert Kroetsch, ‘Master and
Margarita’ by Mikhail Bulgakov and many more— I feel, knowing their author a bit may prove helpful to the
reader to decode the intellectual profundity of the book itself. Pondering on the same, in this creative
critique, I have tried to use the author Nilotpal as my magnifying lens to penetrate deep into what he himself

calls “Nilotpalisation”.

“Complex, genuinely intellectual, yet dismissive of pretentiousness, self-critical
yet tolerant of others, and capable of inspiring deep affection in his friends and

admirers”.
(Damned to Fame; Preface; James Knowlson)

“One is still what one is going to cease to be and already what one is going to
become. One lives one’s death, one dies one’s life. One feels oneself to be one’s
own self and another; the eternal is present in an atom of duration. In the midst
of the fullest life, one has a fore-boding that one will merely survive, one is afraid
of the future. It is the time of anguish and of heroism, of pleasure and of
destruction. An instant is sufficient to destroy, to enjoy, to kill, to be killed, to
make one’s fortune at the turn of a card.”

(Saint Genet; Book-1; Metamorphosis; Jean-Paul Sartre)
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Mr. Knowlson knows well that to talk about Samuel Beckett is to talk about a literary connoisseur
who himself wants to be talked about by someone well versed with his works. In 1989, Beckett
permits him in his distinguished style of omission — “to biography of me by you it’s yes” — and
that must be an elated experience for Knowlson after the years spent arduously by him to author
the sole authority of an author, indelibly placed in the cerebral legacy of creative literature.
Accordingly, it is to explore Nilotpal Roy — the bilingual author from modern India — and his
twenty-three years of unique craftsmanship with English as well as Bengali mediums of writing in
Beckettian reverberation, readers must get acquainted with his two latest titles, ‘Pastiche of
Angst’ and ‘Nilotpalnama’ (meaning “Nilotpalesque Prose”), the English fiction and the Bengali
non- fiction, respectively. Nilotpal the thinker, has a distinctive watermark of expressing
things in “onymous subtleties” that even lead the readers to cherish their own delicate
being in an imposingly creative way. He documents the basic need for his readers to
decipher his “Nilotpalesque aporias” — pervading ‘Pastiche of Angst’ — is to “have a brain
within the heart and a heart within the brain” which is possible only through extensive reading, by
being regardless of its periphery. His conviction bespeaks that one page of quality writing is an
obvious result of hundred-thousand pages of quality reading. Innovative inscription of his own
name on the front cover, is not only of an epical grandiose but also thought-provocative enough to
identify the author “Nilotpal Roy” as a building on the literose pillars of “heterogeneous equilibrium”.
To know the how and what of their assimilating chemistry, you have to be Nilotpalised, as the

author claims!
Pastiche of Angst : Delicately Intertwined Delicacies

If you need to have the credibility of such an audacious claim, then you are asked to live the
protagonist of ‘Pastiche of Angst’, Nilotpal — must not be confused with the author Nilotpal —
who screams at his own existential contingency with a profound knowledge of his own selves,
even being schizophrenic. And that is how the challenging sub-title, ‘The Polylithic Analects of a
Schizophrenic’, justifies the ‘Authorial Intrusion’ to ask, to touch, to feel, to peel, to lead, to bleed
and to reform the readers. To be exact, you are dragged in, to be Nilotpalised and which simply
means to live an ostracized, moribund Nilotpal (the character and not the author) who after his
break-up with his sensuous fiancée, lives only to become a metamorphic entity, gradually changing
into the several other self-same characters from world-literature. Here the author Nilotpal has
his exquisite efficacy to let the readers suffer and grow into an insane maturity with the protagonist
Nilotpal, as the setting of the plot is his brain only, where the reader as well as the character will
have a parallel change from their chrysalis to imago to a butterfly or vice-versa! All through this
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mesmerizing maze, the author creates an opportunity to communicate the readers directly
to enthrall them by introducing the philosophy of “Death of the Book™ (‘Pastiche of Angst’ being
published on 22nd May, 2016) after 49 years of Barthes’ “Death of the Author”, simply understood
as a treatise on the birth of a reader in the cost of the death of an author! Here in this book, the
“author” Nilotpal is successful to make the “author” alive to ask, to hint, to lead, to read the

readers when and where the need arises:
“AUTHOR AND READER MOVE ALONG THE LADDER
UPAND DOWN, RIGHT AND LEFT, EVERYWHERE THEY BLEED AND SWEAT
TOREACHHELL'S GATE AND FIND THEY’RE ALREADY THERE.”

Not only an authorial virility but also a technical uniquity of the author defines this piece as not a
book in the truest sense of the word, as in ‘Pastiche of Angst’ the page numbering starts with zero
(0) inscribed on recto and therefore all the versos are odd numbers in licu of even ones, and once
again the author claims this to be something unforeseen in the history of printed books. Here, in a
very much Nilotpalesque manner, readers are whipped around their necessary consciousness to
decipher this game of recto and verso : “You are staring at the eighth page of this part of this
nilotpalisation but the page number of this page is ‘vii’ and this page is not entirely meaningless.”
Shunning the beaten track of having chapters and paragraphs, this “Nilotpalesque Genre”
has “phases” and “stairs” respectively to let the readers taste the tests of Nilotpal (the author as
well as the protagonist) to fail to resist “the Fall”.

Though odd enough it is not to say, especially in this era of post-structuralism, that the author
Nilotpal is a benevolent hammer, a blessing fire-place, an obdurate will to blacksmith the readers
into his own mould but to look deeper into this deconstructive process a new literary movement is
flourished, namely “Third Degree Literature” which may simply be understood as a “torturous
introspective retrospection”. Nilotpal affirms that from the far past to this present there
is an obvious unity in the process of becoming what we are, from what we have had
planned for ourselves to be, and what we have become in sonorous silence, though no
matter how much seemingly discordant this process is but to pattern this metamorphic
metempsychosis, we used to feel estranged, even strangulated a bit, may be due to some moral,
immoral, ethical, unethical and overall cultural beliefs or barriers, but it is mandatory for a scholar
to discover and discuss this centripetal pattern to enrich and to get enriched! More importantly,
thus Nilotpal speaks, that this is a torture not only for those who are boastful of their nescience

ludicrously, but also for them who are “differently able” or “simply oblivious” to recognise
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these ubiquitously outstanding patterns in the process of their own making, and thereby bluntly
leaving this ever-renewable mine of knowledge, just misconstruing their own experimental
existence, experienced fortunately. Critics opine that ‘Pastiche of Angst’ is one of the best
such patterns defined, because transmogrifications of Nilotpal the protagonist, as well as of the
female protagonist, into numerous other entities is proportioned to Nilotpal the author’s
anagnorisis, with his multilayered individualism. Nilotpal, the author in his prophetic liability,
thinks that every unit of moments, memories and manners centring us is crucial enough, to
acknowledge ourselves, be it the things that have been considered unintelligibly unimportant,
mistakenly done, involuntarily taken place, repulsively exacerbated and debilitatingly dejected
must be revisited to squeeze the better us and that is how the modus operandi of “Third Degree

Literature” emancipates a reader with psycho- spiritual insights.

Human mind being the kaleidoscopic gyre of emotional intelligence, we need to delve deep
into it to tinge ourselves with multocular (not “multicolour”) spectrums of it to earn the detached
empathy of a true scholar. Like the Cumean Sybil in Pirandello’s tone, Nilotpal the author
deconstructs “The Triumph of Bullshit” (cf. T. S. Eliot) and meticulously disrobes the scholarly
apparel of his readers to let them confront themselves, with their naked shamelessness in
an exquisite incompetence to decipher works of Nilotpalesque height even after the
omphaloskeptic aid (schema of ‘Pastiche of Angst’ entitled ‘Omphaloskepsis : A Centripetally
Centrifugal Gyre’) by the concerned authorities. Resonating Nietzsche, ‘“Nilotpalesque
Genre” is an abysmal apocalyptica to locate the topsy-turvydom in the minds of his intellectual
protégés, phoenixing out, off the Miltonic Dove-like brooding of his stained Id. In a cerebral
critique, the kind knife Nilotpal is actually to surgically operate his readers’ minds that lack the
quality-thinking to assess their own importance of being the critics of creative art. “Third Degree
Literature” is not only an imbibing of a processed silence, fumed out of cosmic cacophony, rather
a Beckettian monologue it is, to interior the banquet of events resulting in a distinguished salivation
of words loaded with emotional glitches. In an authorial eisegesis, “Third Degree Literature” and
‘Pastiche of Angst’ are the necessary blows on readers’ conscience to lead them to light, to
enable them to bestow their posterity with the best possible ways of being paragon of creative
excellence, and it is just needful in this high time of an intellectual decadence around the
globe. Nilotpal the author, helps his readers in self-investigation and hammers with an eternal
question that we need to be inquisitive of : “Do I dare? Do I dare to have anything metaphysically
invincible to bless my posterity with, which defines me well beyond this vicinity of catering myself
tirelessly at the mundane needs and responsibilities?” If not, then we cannot stand at the summit
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of ‘Pastiche of Angst’, especially not being a traditional book but being a roller coaster to reprimand
us of that Socratic dictum, “An unexamined life is not worth living.” as it lacks the basic
quality of living where the least probability of a life even after the physical death is promised.
Time and again Nilotpal dictates that if stalwarts like Joyce, Beckett, Markson, Sartre, and
Borges would have died only after writing ‘Finnegans Wake’, ‘The Unnameable’,
‘Wittgenstein’s Mistress’, ‘Being and Nothingness’, and ‘Labyrinths’ respectively, even then
they could have had secured the same place where they are today. Hence in accordance with the
author Nilotpal Roy it is the creative agility in an unforeseen way that speaks on behalf of an
immortality. Nilotpal starts from the scratch to get metamorphosed into a cerebral creature from
a mere insect, and the key factors to saturate this reversal of Kafkaesqueness are his adamantine
dedication and inhumanly hard-earned abilities to think and to provoke his readers to think poignantly.

Nilotpalnama (Nilotpalesque Prose) : The Essential Nilotpal

Absconding carefully of temporal amusement and emotional clichés, Nilotpal is just scornful of
sterile crafts lacking timeless truths to trigger epiphanic illumination; hence he considers very
seriously, the impacts of best-selling adumbrations that cataclysmically catalyses his

13

readers’ inabilities to “... read also the emptiness in-between the lines as well as the emptiness in-
between- in-between the lines”, and of course this is the obvious result of an intellectual
barrenness swallowing the world. Interestingly enough, here his observation is bipolar. He feels,
we have been stiffed at the point of regression not only because of an aversion to quality-labour
but because of the lavish indulgence in mediocrity. Nilotpal, the author argues that being mediocre
or perfecting mediocrity is merely a choice not to sweat your intellectual entity cherishing
the sublime perceptions of mankind, manifesting creative excellence. Regardless of the form,
though it may vary from writing, painting, sculpting, filming, or even composing songs, the cathartic
attempt must be to aggrandise it at the height of what we understand as “Stendhal Syndrome”,
resulting at the reeling and draining of one’s own consciousness. Creative exuberance and critical
fecundity are different extremes of erudition and Nilotpal has sketched these two sublimations as
two parallel lines framing the whole of literary activities and complementarily helping each
other to be developed in more potent ways. In an intrinsic ensconcement what ‘Being and
Nothingness’ is to ‘Nausea’, what ‘The Sacred Wood’ is to ‘“The Waste Land’, and what ‘Ecce
Homo’ is to ‘Thus Spake Zarathustra’, in the same way ‘Nilotpalnama’ (‘Defecations Sired by
the Cerebral Exertion of An Onymous Word-Scavenger’) is to ‘Pastiche of Angst’.
‘Nilotpalnama’ (meaning “Nilotpolesque Prose™) is a collection of satirical essays in Bengali on
the life that Nilotpal lives to love and loves to live. Minutely examining the discriminating
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factors of fictional and non- fictional standards of writing, Nilotpal, the author explains that our
writings — irrespective of their form — are the stopwatches to hold a certain span of time and
the readers must be aided to make their own time in motion, once they start reading the piece.
Specifically for non-fiction, to help the readers, the author Nilotpal feels that the approach of
writing must be more communicable than the fiction because in writing non-fiction we should
depend more and more on analysis, well argued sentences and less on creative experiments.
The game of words, language and ideas is expected to be limited and patterned by syllogism only,
where the second sentence is supposed to be wombed by the first one; whereas there are ample
scopes of creative frenzy in writing a fiction. Nilotpal clarifies that in a fiction there is a story
which is already written in the narrator’s mind, merely awaiting the word-picturization, but in non-
fiction there is an abstract idea to be shaped convincingly; hence this genre of writing is as rare as
a natural pearl. To add another feather of rarity, ‘Nilotpalnama’ is a collection of non-fictional
satires, what can easily be classified as an erosive form of witty intellect not to be practised by
modern scholars, may be for the uncanny reason of getting habituated with mediocrity that
appalls Nilotpal. Eventually, if the satire is an inclination of constructive rectification of follies and
foibles to rejuvenate the half-dead, with a club of consciousness, then Nilotpal does this envyingly
well in the most challenging contexts of defining human-identity as well as the shifting of identity

being human.

Completely negating the potential nonsense of getting identified with the professional attire,
when an author asks, “What is your identity? (not the professional one)”, then the deafening
silence of the interrogated is a matter to work on. Similarly, the sonorous silences of all
the following questions are the testimonies of a growing aversion to our truest goal of
knowing ourselves (“Gnothi Seauton™). Because if we cannot answer anything about the
philosophy of our life, anything about the “what that we are going to bless our posterity with”
(certainly except “the habits of eating, sleeping and masturbating”), then Nilotpal’s observation
for ourselves, being merely the “corpses of anonymous animals” is justified. This deplorable
condition is expected to be changed and the expected change must be through the teachers, one
of the frontline factors of enlightenment to insist the habit of thinking into next generation. Quoting
Marx from his ‘Thesis on Fuerbach’, Nilotpal vehemently suggests that at least, we the teachers,
must not leave any stone unturned to become the Ubermensch of Nietzsche in an Arnoldian
manner, as culture needs perspiring cultivation. To ponder over Nilotpal’s contribution being
an author, an original thinker, and a literary visionary, many more genuine perspectives are still

unexplored to be explosively explored by the next enthusiast who must get the necessary rush
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from his personal gloss etched on the entrance of his study : “Leave behind your age, degrees,
and designations outside the door. Enter with your outstudies, and your outstudies only.”
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Encountering the Bifurcated Self and Haunting Memory in
Graphic Autobiography: An introspection into the panels of
John Lewis’s March: Book One, illustrated by Nate Powell

Tirtha Sagar Banerjee™

Abstract:

It’s a point of contention whether graphic autobiographies are authentic in their depiction of the ‘Self” or
not. The argument broadens, ifan autobiography claims to be a historical and cultural account of a specific
time period. After encountering with such questions, this paper picked up John Lewis’s March: Book One,
one of the most celebrated graphic autobiographies of the twenty-first century, to delve into the depth
of its panels. Though twenty-first century saw the rise of autobiographical graphic novel as a literary
genre, with all its potential, but the academia did not experiment much with its prospective changes and the
artistic science behind the word-image clusters. In case of autobiography, it extended the chance of authentic
portrayal of the ‘I’ through verbal-visual panels and thus makes a departure from the traditional form of
autobiography. This paper aims to investigate how the autobiographical ‘I’ divided itself throughout the
book and how the authenticity of an autobiographical graphic novel can be judged by its use of clusters,
strokes, colours, pictures, speech balloon and gutters. It will also inquire into the subjective self, the

memories attached to it, the history, and socio-political current, ran through the whole work.
Keywords: Autobiography, graphic novel, verbal-visual panels, gutters.

In July 30, 2020, a report published in The New York Times informing that on
delivering a eulogy at John Lewis’s funeral, President Barack Obama saluted Lewis with his
speech. The line —”American whose faith was tested again and again to produce a man of pure
joy and unbreakable perseverance” shows the immense respect that Obama had for him. Being
one of the leading figures participated in the 1960 Nashville sit-in and a civil right activist, John
Lewis had to write about the experiences that he faced as an African-American within the
United States. With the help of Andrew Aydin and Nate Powell, he took the graphic
autobiography as a medium not just to tell but to show the story. As Showing, engages thereader
deeply with the narrative flow and involves them in decoding the imprints that the
autobiographical ‘I’ constantly leaving behind. Phillip Lejeune once argued that autobiography is
a ‘retrospective prose narrative’ (Lejeune.p.193) that presents the development of one’s
personality. This definition might have made Lewis to think about the motion of development and
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the process in which an autobiographical-self manifests itself by maintaining a fusion of personal,
relational, racial, socio-economic, cultural and political memories. But as a graphic illustrator, it
was a huge challenge for Nate Powell to draw someone else’s memories. It is always challenging
because usually in an autobiography, the author is always controlling the meaning of the text from
behind the text and this ‘intentionality’ (Anderson.p.2) brings the complex fabric in verbal-visual
cluster of the graphic autobiographies. But in March: Book One, this intentionality of John
Lewis does not always remained constant throughout the narrative flow, rather occasionally
it slipped into the silent black holes of affecting memories while rendering the disrespectful,
haunting past days. The semi-realistic caricature allowed Nate Powell to give meaning to Lewis’s
lived experiences through the perceived empirical metaphors that include the culture and shows
the assimilation of social experiences, norms and values by the embodied self. This is the reason
John Lewis, along with the silences, took the oral mode of narration while controlling the
framework of the panels. It gives him the opportunity of what John Murphy said in his The
Voice of Memory: History, Autobiography and Oral Memory, that oral mode of historical
memory ‘puts human flesh on the otherwise dry bones of historical argument’ (p.159) focusing
on the ‘empiricist dilemma of objectivity’ (p.158).

The speech balloon that illuminates the line - ‘DON’T GET WEARY” at the end of his book-
one is consciously used to display the continuous challenge for John Lewis throughout his life to
be visible to the white Americans. He wanted to be visible, to tell the story of traumatic
life by wearing the armour of non-violence, and to earn the identity of a living entity and a life of
dignity. The invisibility of the black skinned people to the whites and the attempt of the blacks to
be visible to their eyes probably fabricated the whole work through black and white graphic
panels. Opening with the violent incident of the Selma to Montgomery march of the civil rights
movement, this book unveiled the never expressed pain of John Lewis through clean picturization
of the past memory. Using wide angle focal point to start with his story and later breaking them
up according to the plot, Lewis, like a master of graphic retelling, segregated his self while
encountering with the old traumatic days, days of immense struggle.Surprisingly, Nate Powell’s
exceptional touch aided the process of this segregation to be organized. While Lewis is
confronting with his past to squeeze out the most significant memories, Powell, reordering
and retouching them to make it suitable for a graphic autobiography, did not try to intervene
with over exaggeration of cartooning. It begins with police officer ordering his force to beat the
marching mob on the Edmund Pettus Bridge, a pack of ‘niggers’. Sharp strokes, rough sketching
aided the intention of the autobiographical self to narrate the story with a jerk. Warning, action,
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tear gas, quick movements all are combined to show the unrest and pace of the situation. In the
last panel, with just two hands trying to escape the momentum in a longitudinal frame, Nate
Powell, sketched the shadow of a policeman, coming closer to the escaping man with his billy
club and suddenly all darken. The authorial self acutely designed the story to make it presentable
by implementing a frame narrative before introducing the core narrative where he slipped to
maintain his grip on past renderings with authorial logocentrism and encounters the blooming of
another self who is more real and less authoritative.

The core narrative begins with the ‘peaceful transfer of power’ in 2009 as Barack Obama
became the president of the United States. John Lewis woke up from his bed and gradually
getting ready for a meeting to be held in Cannon House Office building. In spite of the cold
outside of the Washington DC, the warmth that Lewis felt within reveals how uniquely
American day it was. The excitement and joy is depicted through his stubborn facial expression
in each panel. The refraining lines - ‘You can take my freedom, oh yes! You can take my
freedom. But you cannot take my dignity’ shows the preparation of telling an account of a man
who throughout his life has been dreaming to experience a day like this. Later a black woman,
coming from Alabama with his two sons Jacob and Esau, entered the office to meet with their
icon congressman John Lewis as he was the embodiment of their historical identity. Lewis
greeted them and took them to his personal office room where several photographs are hanged
on the wall. But he pointed to only two of them - one is his meeting with president Kennedy when
he was twenty three years old and the other is of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. delivering his
famous speech - ‘I HAVE A DREAM’ taken in August 28, 1963 at the march on
Washington. There he himself was one of the speakers talking about the dream of civil rights. But
when a boy stops him asking -’Why do you have so many CHICKENS?’ Lewis got a chance
to share his autobiographical memories by lifting up the storyboard to a new height. Probably he
consulted with his illustrator Nate Powell to start with a panel-free wide angleframe, while describing
the childhood days in Pike Country, Alabama where his father bought one hundred and ten
acres of fields in the spring of 1940 for three hundred dollars. The picturization of a large
field beneath the open sky without any enclosure of panel is used to covey the sense of freedom
that he was born with. Being a sharecropper, his father had so many animals in his farm but little
Lewis always drawn to the chickens.

Another panel-free, mostly dark frame is used here portraying boy Lewis, opening a door of
the farm with bright sun rays coming into the dark room, enlightening the defenceless as well as
innocent little chickens. Using very few words, the panel is abstained from being just an episodic
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memory ‘to provide an accurate account of events to keep track of process in goal attainment’
(Preble, Catherine. 2014.p. 13) but a metaphoric vacuum in silence, to which the real ‘I’ of the
autobiographer resides with his/her complexities, emotion, dreams, awkward moments, and
innermost feelings. Shklovsky called those silences - ‘mutable complexities of life’ in his ‘Art as
Technique’ which enabled the graphic autobiographers to give a ‘pliant representation of the
artist’s self’(Mitchell, Adrielle.p.261) through cartooning and caricature. Here, Nate Powell,
controlled balancing fragmentation of the self, like a master. A conscientious artist who
filled the vacuums with lively images codified with historical, socio- political, ethnical as well as
cultural memory beyond figurative elements woven into the caricatured embodiment of the
self. The condition of the chickens is so relatable to the black Americans that John Lewis felt so
emotionally attached to them. Seeing the parallelism he even gave them individual identity by
naming them and meeting them frequently with warmth because ‘no one else could tell those
chickens apart, and no one cared to’ (p.23). The panel that draws Big Belle fell down the well,
seen through the perception of Big Belle to present the helpless condition like the African-Americans
in the United States. His affection toward the chickens, his caring of the eggs, numbering of them
with pencil to keep track of their progress, his dream to buy an incubator and his using of a
lantern to hatch those eggs display the simplistic lifestyle of Lewis unlike the other American
boys. By knowing them personally and naming them because they were each ‘individual’ to him,
Lewis, consciously or unconsciously, overlaps the present socio-political turmoil and ‘search for
identity’ theme over the fragmented past rendering panels. Nate Powell’s extraordinary handling
of the segmentation once again succeeded in the panel where past and present amalgamates
because of the liquidity of self, the autobiographical ‘I’. Here the dark portion, covering almost
eighty percent of the wide frame, is depicting the caricatured self-dreaming of buying an incubator
while at the same time withina small longitudinal white panel, Powell shows the temporary pause
that Lewis took because of some interruption where the hand of the interrupter, emerged from
the dark background, breaks the shadow line in between past and present.

Lewis’s assimilation of the biblical lines and thinking of himself as a preacher of the holy
words shows the aware self of the autobiographical ‘I’ trying to include a sacred book to extend
his identity because of what Scott McCloud called ‘constant awareness of self’
(McCloud.p.39) and making it universal. The little yet symbolic panels represent his childish
activities through the exaggeration of facial and physical gestures which evokes laughter as well
as the psychological pain deep down the surface level of meaning. Whenever the
momentum ripped, Lewis altered the outward flow of perception into the inward quest with
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silences and facial expression of his semi realistic caricatured self. His realisation of ‘the danger
of making pets out of farm animals’, his emotional bond with the animals ‘destined for dinner
table’(p.29), delivering of an eulogy in the funeral of the dead chickens, the sense of guilt in
applying baptism to the little chicken all are illustrated with very little words and metaphorical
silences. The thin panel, that is used to show his first trip to the north in the summer of 1951, only
sketched a wheel of the car in motion which served as an icon to serve the notion of change. This
metaphoric ‘icon’ (McCloud.p.27) is used to reflect a crucial change in his life and at the same
time a significant spatial shift in the storyboard. Lewis’s journey from Alabama to Buffalo through
Tennessee and Ohio, his excitement of seeing the city for the first time in his life, his amazement
in observing the parallel lives of black and white people in the city, the attractive candy counter
and the bag full of ‘Neapolitan Candy’ completely moved him. While the omnipresent authorial
self was giving the description of events like sporadic dots, the real self-hiding behind, cuts his
physical embodiment into two separate panels to project the alteration of mindset that he was
beginning to inherit. Seeing the habit of the city people and their treatment with the chickens,
he himself stopped bothering of chickens which in turn represents the process of gaining
maturity and the process of getting the power to cope up with the situation when time and space
alter.

The narrative of the omnipresent ‘I’ suddenly took a turn to be fused with the question of
identity and social position. Lewis started bringing in the socio-cultural ‘icons’
(McCloud.p.27) within his life story. Inspired by the sermon of Dr. King Martin Luther Jr., hetook
non-violence as a weapon for resistance. The panels illustrate their hard workshops to train the
mind to be non-violent in any kind of situation. This ‘dehumanize each other’ (p.80) play, needs
immense patience and control to endure. The dirt and disgust around this training session is
portrayed as if the real seeing-self of the author is re-experiencing those moments. The wretched
condition of the ‘coloured’ areas with poor transportation, broken roads, worn out schoolbooks,
hard labour of black prisoners and black peasants all forced Lewis to think about the impact of
segregation and the suffering of their people. Here Nate Powell blended the divided
autobiographical selves to play with the metaphorical vacuums & icons. By zooming in and
zooming out technique he nicely controlled the narrative to be projected like a realistic documentary.
In the case of wide angle frames he zoomed out the focus to show the broader aspect of socio-
cultural difference with historical and social icons. While the face of thinking, observing and
feeling-self with semi-realistic caricature is zoomed in to provide a sense of authenticity to this
description. The sense of segregation that a Negro like John Lewis experienced in his life is
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drawn through the constant comparison of metaphorical icons. In a chapter called ‘The Negro
and Recognition’ of his famous Black Skin, White Masks, Frantz Fanon argues that a Negro is
‘constantly preoccupied with self-evaluation and with the ego- ideal. Whenever he comes into
contact with someone else, the question of value, of merit, arises’(Fanon.p.211). This self-
evaluation machinery is altered in March:Book One by projecting their reaction under stress
during the training sessions, their technique of protecting themselves, and their maintaining of eye
contact with the white attackers. But the significance of this graphic autobiography lies in showing
two selves simultaneously while this historical documentation was in process. All these episodic
memories are liquefied in the sensitive black holes of life experiences. Along with it, some of the
clusters only focused on the eyes of the embodied self to emphasize the irritation, disgust and
anger of the less authoritative ‘I’. That is why the historicity of this book became so lively with all
its depiction of felt experiences. The photographic portrayal of King Martin Luther and Mahatma
Gandhi, the humiliation of Rosa Park and the murder of a Negro boy is done with an acute
sense of details that the autobiographical ‘I’ possesses. Lewis did not even hesitate to illustrate
the awkward moments, involuntary actions, nervousness and public humiliation that they faced in
the course of their protest. In every restaurant the white people rejected serving the
‘niggers’ and still those ‘niggers’ kept their cool because of their non-violence idealism.
Many people closed their counters on the face of the Negro protesters but they hold their nerve
and patience for a broader dream, the dream of getting freedom and a dignified life. By making
the panels more widen, showing the collective revolution and breaking the enclosures with the
demand of the storyline,Nate Powell shifted the whole autobiographical narrative into a universal
texture and tone. This is how an autobiography proved its authenticity through verbal-visual panels
or clusters. After observing such a mesmerizing narrative structure, this paper comes to the
conclusion that modern autobiography has changed its style of portrayal of the autobiographical
self while representing the accounts of socio-cultural truths through telling and showing process.
This is why a graphic autobiographical text, like March:Book Omne, deserves academic
interest to manifest its artistic possibilities and the question of authenticity it carries with it in
contrast with the conventional mode of autobiography.
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“In English, they mean"Devotion to the mystic law of Lotus Sutra" or "Glory to
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the Dharma of the Lotus Sutra". The words Myoho Renge Kyo refer to the
Japanese title of the Lotus Sutra.”
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8. Practical Mysticism- Evlyn Underhill, Source-Project Gutenberg

* Dr. Deepanjana Sharma-basically a poet of late 90's Bengali poetry and an awardee of Basudev Dev
Samman from Paschim Banga Bangla Academy is a contractual full time lecturer in Malda College,
Department of Bengali, P.G. Section. Her area of researches: Temporality in Bengali fiction; Multi
Disciplinary studies of Modern Bengali Literature; Field Based research on folk performance in the
border regions of Bengal and Jharkhand. Contact: sharmadeepanjana@gmail.com
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The Purificatory Ceremonies of Ancient India:

The Vedic Genesis
Soumik Piri*

Samskaras were developed to help one achieve one's goals in life by appeasing deities by offering
sacrifices and performing rituals. The rituals represent an age when people followed religious
injunctions assiduously. Samskaras served as a link between spiritualism and the day-to-day life
of the householder. While being an ascetic meant renunciation of all worldly things, Samskaras
added spirituality to natural events of a householder and made the householder live a full materialistic
life which was however, infused with religious undertones. Because of the disciplinary and Dharmic
nature underlying Samskaras, one was guided towards living a life full of right values.

People in the Vedic period were expected to lead a disciplined life with various stages of life
classified and Samskaras or sacraments prescribed to be observed at every event in life. A
highly evolved ritualistic system guided people to carry out their lives in a systematic manner.
The Asrama system described four stages in a person's life, namely, 1.Brahmacarya
2.Grhastaerama 3.Vanaprastaerama and 4.Sanyasa. Brahmacarya was the stage of life from
childhood to the end of studies. Grhastasrama was the stage of life when a person got married
and led the life of a householder giving birth to and raising children. This was the period when he
worked and earned money to satisfy his desires. Vanaprastasrama was the stage when at around
the age of 60 years, one began philosophical contemplation. Vanaprasta means that one should
go to the forest away from the worries of day to day life to seek spiritual knowledge. Sanyasa is
the stage when a person became totally detached from worldly goods and became immersed in
his spiritual quest to attain Moksa. The Asrama system reflected the transitional phases of a man
from birth, studentship, being a householder, being philosophical and trying to achieve the ultimate,
Moksa or deliverance from re-birth. It acknowledged the transient nature of human life with its
joys and sorrows and the birth-growth-death cycle. In the Manu Smrti is the following Sloka:

Il Ma.Sm. iv.1.2.
Having spent the first fourth part of his life in Guru Kula The

INQUEST-KSERA/2384-6813/09

inQQuest m Vol VII Issue: I & 11 62



second fourth part in his own house with his wife
The third part in the forest
He should take Sanyasa in the final part renouncing all wordly ties

During the four stages of life, one was required to follow the four principles of Purusartha,
namely Dharma, Artha, Kama and Moksa. While Dharma or righteousness was to be observed
during all the four stages of life, Artha and Kama were to be followed during Grhastasrama.
Efforts to attain Moksa were to be made during Sanyasa. Dharma or righteousness was a highly
desired concept. Based on the concept of Rta or natural justice, Dharma became a guiding force
in all activities of life. Dharma also meant carrying out one's duty judiciously in whatever situation
or occupation one was placed in. The combination of righteousness and a sense of duty ensured

that justice would be done.

The primary source of Dharma is considered to be the Vedas.

A Uy H@H | agatar 7 gaarhe || [l Gau.Dh.S. 1.1.2

Veda is the source of Dharma. And the traditions of those who remember it.

Samskaras or sacraments were developed inspired by the Vedas and the hymns in them.
While the Vedas did not contain rules and regulations for conducting rituals, they formed the
basis for Samskaras which came into being subsequently. Samskaras specified the way each
step in a man's life was to be observed with specific procedures and mantras. The materials
required for conducting the rituals, the way to establish the fire and the way to prepare the place
where the rituals were to be conducted were clearly spelt out. A householder was expected to
follow the rituals or Samskaras depicted in Grhya Sutras, which came to be written by Rsis
belonging to the different branches of the four Vedas.

As per Harita Samskaras are classified into two types — Brahma and Daiva.
o ¥ gifa: | By g waft st 9y | iyt
TR AErAft @ | TR EEREEHT HHT GHEAT Feitddl
AR ToBfR | AR WAt ST G Feltdmar @ged el 1 3f |
Il Ha.Dh.S. X1.1-5
According to Harita, Samskaras are of two kinds, Brahma and Daiva. Samskaras beginning
with Garbhadhana are called Brahma. Paka Yajnas, Havir Yajnas and Soma Yanas are called
Daiva. A man who performs Brahma Samskaras attains equality with Rsis and one who performs

Daiva Samskaras attains equality with Gods.
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Every activity in life was marked by specific Samskaras to be observed. The number and
constituents of Samskaras vary according to different Sutrakaras. In the beginning, the number
of the Samskaras to be observed by the householder used to be around 48.

According to Gautama, the fortyeight Samskaras include the following:

Garbhadhana, Pumsavana, Simantonnayana, Jatakarma, Namakarana,

Annaprasana, Niskramana, Caula, Upanayana — Eight

Gau.Dh.S.-1.8.14-22

Veda Vratas- Mahanamni, Mahavrata, Upanisadvrata, Godana, - Four Samavartana, Vivaha

- Two

Seven Paka Yajnas: 1. Astaka 2.Parvana Sthalipaka 3. Sraddha (Pindapitr Yajna) 4. Sravana
Karma 5.Agrahayana 6. Caitri 7. Asvayuji (This list varies from source to source. Aupasana and

Pratyavarohana are included in some lists instead of Caitri and Asvayuji)

Five Maha Yajnas: 1. Deva Yajna 2. Pitr Yajoa 3. Bhuta Yajna 4. Manusya Yajna 5. Brahma
Yajna.

Seven Havir Yajnas: I .Agnyadhana 2. Agnihotra 3.Darsapurnamasa

4. Agrayana 5. Caturmasya 6.Nirudhapasubandha 7.Sautramani

Seven Soma Yajnas: 1. Agnistoma 2. Atyagnistoma 3. Ukthya
4.Sodasi 5.Vajapeya 6.Atiratra 7. Aptoryama
Eight Atmagunakas: 1. Daya: Kindness 2. Ksama: Tolerance 3. Anasuya: Being without

jealousy 4. Saucam: Cleanliness 5. Anayasa: Doing things with a balanced mind without over
exertion 6. Mangalyam: Concentrating on the good and the auspicious 7. Akarpanyam: Being

generous and without greed 8. Aspruha: Having a mind devoid of desires.
Atmagunakas were included because it was felt that merely carrying out
THtu gEas dwr aferia = )
werulgae ag@ar 9geay |
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Garbhadhana, Pumsavana, Simantonnayana, Visou Bali. Jatakarma, Namakarana,
Niskramana, Annaprasana. Caula, Upanayana(10). Vedavratas(4).

Samavartana, Vivaha, Agrayana(3) and Astaka(8).

According to Vyasa, the following are the sixteen Samskaras:

Tt gEad Hiwwr A 7 0
TwfRar ReRmrssuTIE quAiRar I
FHofRE FaRTT SRR |
FA: TR faRsuiE: |
AfrEgTEdT e Se B

Vy.Sm.-1.13-15
Garbhadhana, Pumsavana, Simantonnayana, Jatakarma, Namakarana, Niskramana,

Annaprasana. Caula, Karpavedha, Upanayana, Kesanta, Samavartana, Vivaha, Agni
Sacrifices(3) are the 16 Samskaras of the ones who follow Smrtis.

However, the Yajnas, Veda Vratas(except Godana) and Atmagunakas began to be
excluded, as time went by, from the list of Samskaras leaving 16 Samskaras . These are known
as Sodasa Samskaras. Even in the list of 16 Samskaras, there is difference of opinion among
Sutrakaras. Some texts include Visnu Bali, Sosyanti Karma, etc. Karnavedha, Vidyarambha and
Vedarambha appear to be later additions.

It is generally accepted that 16 Samskaras are to be observed by a householder. Some

of the texts do not include Antyesti which is to be observed at funerals.

1.  Garbhadhana- Conception

2. Pumsavana -Ritual for a male child to be born

3.  Simantonnayana -Parting of hair of the pregnant wife

4.  Jatakarma -Rituals at the time of the child's birth

5. Namakarana -Naming ceremony

6. Niskramana -Ritual when the child is taken out for the first time

7.  Annaprasana -Ritual when the child is given solid food for the first time.
8.  Cudakarma -Ear piercing-The first hair cut of the child

9. Karnavedha -Teaching of alphabets for the first time

10. Vidyarambha -Ritual of wearing the sacred thread
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11. Upanayana -Beginning of the study of scriptures
12.  Vedarambha -

13. Kesanta (Godana) -Ritual for shaving the beard for the first time
14. Samavartana -Ritual Bath at the end of studentship

15. Vivaha -Marriage

16. Antyesti -Funeral rites

The first three, namely Garbhadana, Pumsavana and Simantonnayana are considered to be
Pre-natal Samskaras. Jatakarma, Namakarana, Niskramana, Annaprasana, Cudakarma and
Karnavedha are considered to be Childhood Samskaras. Vidyarambha, Upanayana, Vedarambha,
Kesanta and Samavartana are considered to be Educational Samskaras. Vivaha and Antyesti

are Samskaras of the householder.

Abbreviations

Ma.Sm. Manu smrti

Gau.Dh.S Gautama Dharma Sitra

Ha.Dh.S Harita Dharma Sutra

VMS Vira Mitrodya Sarhaskara Prakasa
Vy.Sm Vy sa Smrti
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*Dr. Lakhindar Paloi, Assistant Professor, Department of History, Subarnarekha Mahavidyalaya,
Gopiballavpur, Jhargram, West Bengal, India.
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“That which the Gita teaches is not a human but a divine action— Not the performance of social
duties but abandonment of all other standard of duty or conduct for a selfless performance of

divine will working through our nature.
............... In other words the Gita is not a book of practical ethies but of spiritual life.®
Essays of the Gita
Sri Aurobinda
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* Milan Dey, State Aided College Teacher at Kharagpur College, West Bengal, India.
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Book Review

A New Message and Dream for the Seekers
Rituparna Adak*

. The Pact of Survival : The Journey of the Seekers

7/ ~ Author: Surabhi Saha, Price: 155/- Edition: 2021
: he 7’ act ().f Publisher: Adhikaran Prakashan, New Delhi, No. of
urvival pages 115

The novel ‘The Pact of Survival : The Journey of the
Seekers’ incorporates the development of human culture
depicted through the growth of the inner self of Shree, a
college tean of weak and timid nature. It has a fanatical
storyline where the protagonist embarks on a journey to
find ‘hope’ through a series of bizarre dreams.

Framed within a circular narrative, the novel has several
interconnected episodes leading to a suitable ending.

The novel or rather it can better be termed as a 'novelette'
opens with a dream and the visceral opening dream
. foreshadows what happens next in the novel. The dreams
SURABHI SAHA are carefully constructed keeping in mind the story's needs
and the author has succeeded in making them interesting
to the readers. After one dream the readers keep waiting for the next one much like the protagonist
herself. Dreams and reality are carefully mingled. The protagonist wraps her dreams around the
hope for a better future and then makes those dream a reality.

Various subjects have been touched upon but the main subject that has been delineated is
the question of struggle for survival on this planet where hope is constantly dwindling into oblivion
and the negative forces like hate, avarice, greed, melancholy, depressions etc. are the biggest
challenges to face. In a mythical grab the novelist has portrayed the journey of the seekers, shree
and Yuth, in search of lost hope and their journey is full of struggle.

The message of this book is clear, without hope and empathy men can turn on one
another without thought or reason. Everybody should have a fair chance of life and happiness. It
reminds one of modern men's struggle for survival. The author has created a relatable protagonist
in the narrator whose personal growth doesn't erase her faults. At the end, the protagonist undergoes
transformation and becomes strong enough to find hope.

This novel will definitely hold the interest of the readers. The narration moves smoothly
and although it is not an extremely difficult read, it is thought provoking and very engrossing. It
can be recommended to anyone as it has the required suspense to hold the reader and enjoy
thoroughly.

The Journey of the Seekers.

*Rituparna Adak, Presently Teaching English languate and literature at Colonelgola Sri Narayan Vidya
Bhawan Girls High School, Midnapore West Bengal, India.
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