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Festivals: A Connotation of our Creative Unity

Dr Shramana Chattopadhyay* and Poulomi Talukdar**

ABSTRACT : Festivals promote equality in diversity, brings neighbours into congregation
{ happiness. Festivals endorse cultural exchanges and improve SOC'IetYS‘ genera|

gl : i th Tagore is one who realized that social alliance cap,
psychological wellbeing. Rabindrana g e i AV
be the inner strength of the progression of humanity. Tagore aiways Wanted 1o encourage
the creative self of person. According to him, the very notion Of creativity is the “surp|ys”
for our divine soul which connects one to the world. The consciousness of our personality
reveals as mass awareness and reflects prominently distinct wnth the colour.of our emotions,
Rabindranath Tagore proposed whole lot various types of festivals capturing multiplicities
and diversities of creation. As an unprejudiced person, Tagore valued .aIF aspects of human
creation through festivals. Conventionally, festivals are community specific, always
celebrated by communities to practice ritualistic or religious activities. But Tagore's
understanding of festival speaks a different tale of our life. He encourages creativity as well
as its application. In every aspect of Tagore's philosophy, abstractlo:? and §oncreteness
set out hand to hand. Here, we see four types of festival to celebrate in Santiniketan and
Sriniketan.

1. RITU UTSAV (seasonal festival)

2. NABAPARJAYER UTSAV (occasional festival)

3. SMARANQTSAYV (festival in remembrance)

4, BICHITRA PARJAYER UTSAV (miscellaneous festival)

Festivals always have an educational value where our knowledge of understanding
becomes alive and vibrant. Scope of pragmatic and utilitarian aspect reflects as universal
knowledge. Here, we want to illustrate how different festivals enrich the educational system.

Keywords : Festival, Rituar, Creation, Community

Education and its conventional method were not very pleasant experience
in Tagore’s upbringing which reflects in the pages of his autobiography-
“Jibonsmriti”. The conventional mechanical system of education and its
unattractive learning process made him anxious to build up a new educational
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five children which later formed as Visva-Bharati University. Rabindranath
Tagore was not a professiona| educationalist, although he expressed very
valuable opinion about education through his sensible thinking. Indicating
the defects of the prevailing traditional education system, he proposed the
changes required therein. His essential objective of education is
independence of mankind. Independence elevates people to that level where
they can truly feel their own transcendent self. It was disturbing to see any

kind of subjection of man. So, he repeatedly condemned the imposed politics
and imposed education system.

Education is the seed of human life. As adequate light and air helps
grow a seed into plantation, likewise Tagore thought that child education
needs a proper atmosphere for the growth of child’s selfhood. But main
stream education went completely in the reversed direction. Going up against
the contemporary educational system, Rabindranath raised his voice against
the brutality of British culture and its custom. Rabindranath Tagore wrote”.../
try to make provision for these aspect of freedom- freedom of mind, freedom
of heart and freedom of will.” (Thoughts on education, R. Tagore) This is
the core thinking of Tagore’s education.lt is our responsibility to give a free
environment to grow up the children of our society. If education does not
help to cultivate free mind, free will, and free vision to observe the world,
the backbone of mankind will collapse. According to Rabindranath, school
is not a place to satisfy the small interests, to drive the students towards
greatness. Rabindranath Tagore wanted to create a new mould of life through
education. The main objective of his education is to understand the
compatibility of man’s intellect, social, moral, econorqic and spiritual aspects
in his own mind. He said “...the highest education is that which c‘ioes not
only give us information but makes our life in harmony with all existence.”
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Rabindranath Tagoré found a unique way to apply the core concepy
education. He was the proponent of various kinds of festivals. He tho, t;f
that festivals always have an educational value where our knowle dgeg t
erstanding becomes alive and vibrant. Scope of pragmatic and utilitari of
s universal knowledge. Here, W€ want to illustrate hoa\z

e educational system.

und
aspect reflects a
different festivals enrich th

Briksharopan (Tree plantation)

elation between the monsoon and the poet |
Is

f that two festivals were added by the poet. One ;
the Briksharopan (Tree plantation- July 21, 1928) and the other !S
heHalakarshan(Plough Festival- 220 of July, 1928). These two festivals a )
part of Barsha Mangal. Why the poet did introduced this tree plantat; )
program is clearly stated in his speech of 1939 Halakarshan festival: )
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plantation/tree with red pebble arid |
fire: and. Poet felt the necessi illi
and beautifying the terrain with the tree, plantation & fl(l)t\\//vg:sfl\llxlxlirzﬁ

introducing tree plantation festival:
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We all know the r
inseperable. In respect O

The first t : -
ree-plantation festival was held on 21st July 1928 (5th Sraban
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1335) at Gourprangan of Santinik

etan Ashram.and T Y
tree was planted there. . On this occasion, a Bakul

On 25th July the poet wrote to the daughter-in-law, in a letter:

“Tree plantation programme s do

ErENE ne with the Bakul tree of your tub. You
cannot imagine such a good | e of you

uck of any tree in the world. The beautiful

In the presence of poet, on 26th S
in Santiniketan in 1929. A few d
song for the festival, the main th
care of the baby trees -

ST CRR P20, BeT SN ¥4 be
*I A% SfHHTe et Tepiie
AR FTCE SITRy *in *f1<irr eet- v coptenrat |
(MALRETS g e S |
oS e e SRR i
AGF TR AT AR SR 41 & | 1

In 1930, Acharya Dinendranath Tagore led the music of this year’s tree
plantation festival. One Amlaki tree was planted in front of Shribhavan.
Bidhushekhar Shastri read the appropriate Sanskrit verse for the ceremony.
In the evening, recitation, vocal music and presentation of musical
instruments took place in Uttarayan Compound. On 15 August 1935, due
to bad weather tree plantation ceremony was happened at 3-30p.m. instead
of 7.30 a.m morning. Acharya Kshitimohan planted five coconut trees in
the compound. In 1937, tree plantation festival was organized in Santal
Palli near Santiniketan. Under the leadership of the poet and with the
recitation of verse by Kshitimohan Sen. In 3" September 1938, the tree
plantation ceremony of Sriniketan was held in the presence of the poet.
Poet presented in his brief lecture on what is the purpose of the tree plantation
and the festival of Halkarshan. This speech has been found in the book

hravan tree plantation festival was held
ays before, Tagore wrote tree plantation
eme of the song was an affection to take
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“Palli Prakriti” with the title ‘forest deity’. In this manner the [Ijoet’s tree
plantation festival is going in Santiniketan. The Barshamangal and tree
plantation festival earlier use to be held on the slame .dayf. NOW
‘Barshamangal’ festival is held after a fevY days of tree p antatlonr:i estival.
After the death of poet (1941), tree plantation is being held on 22 Shravan
on the death Anniversary of Poet.

This festival is currently held at the Vishwa Bharti barren places or the
newly built neighbourhood. In the selected place, 25-30.fe9tt length and
breadth square area is cleaned with soil and cow dung,. digging about 18
inch square hole in the middle of the area, where tree will be planted. The
area around the hole is beautifully decorated with Alpana(Designs). On the
day, at appropriate time, two well-groomed young people carry a baby tree

in palanquin, decorated by artists of the Kalavaban along with musical
procession. They sing:

TERGTF (Fox SIS *[°f (2 &I Al |
YITCR 4o R A ST (2 R &fel |1
ﬁlﬁinﬁammw%ﬁ@mﬁmmww,
NS iR T T HAWE@ (X TR &l ||
% T, R SO #AIE @ =1 3w |
T IO - (AR A, Trone Fera |
A s ©Ite 3 Mo A1 2 Tw A |1

Various flowers, sandalwood, incense, lamps and various types of
Mangalic products are kept in the ceremony. Plant being carried by the
palanquin and then Chief Guest of the festival places the plant in the ground
at the specified hole. Then the soil is given, the water is sprayed, it is aired

with hand fan made of pulm leave and the fire is touched. In this way, the
help of earth,water, fire, air and sky i.e. Panchavuta is provided. The
Vedamantra is recited in loud voice.

In the nearby five children, nicely dressed, sit on a well decorated stage
- they are the symbols of each bhuta or element. One by one they recite
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in the festival.

Halakarshan (Plough festival)

/‘\Iong with “Tree Plantation”, Rabibdranath made “Halakarshan” also a
festive programme on agricultural knowledge and agricultural education in
Sriniketan. The festival of Halakarshan, on one hand identifies his scientific
kn0W|Ed8?r while on the other side commemorates his artistic sense. In a
speech given on the occasion of Halakarshan-tree plantation held in
Sriniketan, the poet said, “Today’s festival has two parts. First Halakarshan-
plough we need for the food, for grains; for perform our duty to ourselves
be Halakarshan. But by doing this we insult Basundhara and to prevent that
we should give something back. For doing duties to the earth, we organize
this tree plantation to prevent its wounds. | wish due to this festival tree

shades should be widen and grains are embellished with the surrounding
and get relief. ”

On February 6, 1922, Palli Sangathan Bibhag was established in Sriniketan
near Surul village. When the poet was in the work of managing the zamindari
in Shilaidah, he observed the misfortune of the general public. Then he
began to look for ways for its remedy. He easily understood that the progress
of agriculture can bring the welfare of the countrymen. But the educated
society of the country is indifferent towards the welfare of the village.

A quarterly magazine called Bhumilakshmi (gf3==) use to be published
in Birbhum. In Bengali calendar 1331 the management of this journal came
to Visva-Bharati and started to publish as a monthly letter. Regarding this
magazine, the poet writes-

“  SISITTE (ATAE BICER CREA i1 37 +Jf2R ITHR Sitet! (e fw SR
wwawmﬁﬁma@mﬁ?ﬁ,wmmﬁwmmﬁw RuR
fiTe 2204 | I @Y BT FNGLETH TR 0K ST (T Mo AL TLB
WW%W,WW@WWWﬂWﬂNmsﬁmﬁsm
wc@wfmﬁmgﬁﬁ’mmﬁmmm@mwmn
a@@w@awwﬁﬁmﬁﬁﬁmﬁmmﬁmmwﬂm
23re AR 1"
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rable period-it is work
Ramayana of ancient

[ g n when
v i.e. “Agricultural poetic work”. Eve

‘ in try’s
i o enterprise of agriculture in the coun

iy eI'“er(IEd I:dli'ntshzrrit\ﬁr/::cr:led the virgin land from Ith(eltzfen:itgrf]dtz
e I;htl% (;Y radually became grainy and rf)yal. A?rlcuhing e e
monSte'r& e ;Ii’r;nfhabati. The King Janaka got Sita by p‘oug rtan.ce i v
frgm .B’dehzgo‘n relation to the Plough - “The grgat l'mpc:‘ S i
Zalr(ijalx]llu:j knolwledge felt by Arya Samaj aF that timeRlsrszuiCe)rer?rt - Virgir;
Sigta got her impersonation during ploughlng', and E;ramd b g
land into cultivable. One day, this ploughing pen

i h.
mountain and made India’s north meet sout

ameful job for conside

: s e i '
Ploughing and Farming 1S S whiwh il

of Shudra (lower castle}., altho
India is indeed a “Krsihi Kavya

Buddha Purnima e oot
Poet Rabindranath was the worshiper of humanllrt.? [gwhérever oy
completely gave up his respect and devotion to' the re lglond e
found the world’s welfare, happiness and peace Is present an w gd |
has been the tune of universalism-worldly love. The Buddhist ideology
entered the Tagore family before birth of Rabindranath. In .1859,
Maharshidev’s son Satyendranath and Keshab Chandra Sen W.ent .to S.|ngha|.
Since then, Buddha’s ideology was practiced in Tagore family in different
way.

Regarding Lord Buddha in the article ‘Buddhadev’, he wrote, “Lord
Buddha one day after leaving the estate was started to meditatation. The
meditation was with the determination of bringing down sadness of all the
people.” Was in this meditation there were any differentiation in right? Was
there any lower caste? Was there any Non-Aryan? He left all his belongings
for the poorest, illiterate people. In his meditation there was respect for all
people of all country without any reservation. The poet use to become very
emotional about Buddhadeb. He believed that Buddha was the greatest
human. He first time went to the Buddha Gaya, a place rich with memory
of Buddha, on 8 October 1904. At that time he stayed there for few days.
The poet had many companions on this journey. From the letter written by
Srishchapdra Majumdar, it is known that the companion was Jagdish Chandra
Bose, his wife, Sister Nivedita, Sister Christine, Lalu (Brajendra Kishore
Devbarma), Jaty, Santosh Chandra, Rathindranath and Srishchandra. Two
daughters of Jadunath Sarkar and Ananda Mohan Basu later joined the team.
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Second time he went there in 1914, and stayed there for three days- in this
trip Barama Hemlata was with him. From the book ‘Rabindranath in the
memory of women’, written by her, it is known that the poet used to stay in
Buddha Mandir for two to three hours alone. He used to stand firm in front

of the Buddha statue, with the tears flowing from his eyes. Poet wrote in his
article on Buddhadev—

“One day | was in Bodhgaya for visiting the temple there of. Then this
thought emerged in my mind - whose foot prints once made this earth
sacred, he personally travelled this Gaya, Why did not | take birth at that
time to feel his holy touch through my entire soul and body.”

In 1935, the poet went to Sarnath to pay homage to the Buddha. This
poem was composed by the poet in 1931 on the occasion of the
establishment of a new monastery in Sarnath

@ T G 4+ 2 T eI
o TG |

(1R AN S @ (09 9103 2
wie o o 1

[ifewets ©1 GiMag TSR
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(2 2R |
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i A S SR ||
f Buddhism in Visva-Bharati, Professor
to Shingal (Sri Lanka) and Bramhadesh

ddhist philosophy. Rathindranath wrote
book - “I believe, due to this

The poet established the center o
Nityanind-Binod Goswami was sent
(Myanmar) for higher education in Bu

in his “Pitrisriti”(In the memory of father) ' ;
Buddhagaya visit, subsequently father’s internal attraction towards Budhism

and its literature became deeply intense. The poet himself went to various
Asian countries and visited the pilgrimage of Lord Buddha. He travelled to
China, Japan, Singhal, Brahmadesh, Shyam, Java, and realized the essence
of Buddha’s preaching.

The essence of Buddhism is to inspire the greatness, superior feeling,
and welfare power within the human. Rabindranath is the worshiper of
human religion. He was gradually attracted towards Buddhism due to
similarity of his thoughts with that of Lord Buddha of Buddha. In
Rabindranath’s own words- “Whom | feel in my within as greatest human
being, in his birth festival on the Baisakhi Purnima day | have come to pay
my homage. It is not a material ornament of any particular event; it is what
| surrendered to him in confidence repeatedly.”

Rammohan Smaran (Remembering Rammohan Ray):

In the modern era touching the history in the light of Renaissance Raja
Rammohan Roy is ever remembered. On the afternoon of 27th September
at Santiniketan, the Rammohan Memorial Festival is celebrated with
reverence.

Someone asked to Rabindranath “Who is your hero?” Rabindranath
replied, ‘Rammohan Roy’, Maitreya Devi narrated the incident. Mahanta
Rammohan Roy’s first death anniversary was celebrated on 27 September
1922 in Santiniketan. But the poet was absent on the first celebration. Nepal
Chandra Rai and Kshitimohan Sen were in Acharya’s seat. The poem
“Chiraswaraniya” is ‘rthythmic form’ of poet’s infinite respect towards
Ramamohan.

TYIGA IR 2iel,
R $z O TUo Aol A GIte wferfe,
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It S|10l._l|d be. mentioned that Rammahon’s life was the foundation of

human fr:endshlp‘and establishment of truth. This impression of motivation
repeatecfily came in the thought, sense and work of Rabindranath. Not to
be confined to the small area of the country, Brahma will be seen among
the people of thg entire world, one has to expand himself. In fact, Rammohan
showed the nation the path to the world; he gave mantra to associate with
the k_nowledge and science of the world.He wanted to erase differentiation,
ethnic narrowness, cruelty to the women. He did not get satisfaction in the
bound rules of ceremonial rituals of religion. His truthfulness of mind is gift

of the ancient Indian Rishis in search of infinity -Upanisad was his way of
life. Gurudev Rabindranath Tagore said about Rammohan:

ORI foffl (@ (itl Tom 4a 91 el ©f 7, SReard @A @ T
sifaejefora el oafmaz fem @It 3z ey @it *xfRtges, Gl Fiegm
fofa s arRTeR @ITE Twilte w1 fMrafkes

On September 27, every year, students, professors, employees and
Ashrambasi of Santiniketan worships at Chattimtala on the occasion of
Rammohan’s commemoration. With Brahmasangit, recitation of mantra, a
sacred atmosphere is created. On the occasion of the centenary of the death
of Rammohan, the poet (1934) paid his tribute this way:

(2 AT, Wi *res 74 34 2ii7
fiferet corsa AT (reeia e JHi |
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Maharshi Smaran (Remembering Maharshi)

ace in the temple in the morning of Gll:h Magh. in
memory of Maharshi Debendranath. At 3pm, rh.ere is a mgmonal meel:;1g
in front of the prayer seat of Maharshi in Chhatimtala. In this m%e“”gf, 1(;;
songs of Brahma Sangit and Puja echelon are SUNg. The selecte .seclu?ns
are read from the writings of Maharshidev. Honour s devoted by discussing

the life and work of Maharshidev.

In 1828, on 20 August, 6 Bhadra 1235, Wednesday, Brahma Samaj was
established by Rammohan. Dwarakanath was a close friend of Rammohan,
Debendranath thus came near Rammohun and was become attracted to
him. So the holy Wednesday found place in the heart of Maharshi. In his
established Ashram still prayer takes place in that temple on Wednesday.

At that time, in order to curtail the influence of some condemnable young
people of Hindu College and influence of Christian missionaries,
‘Tattwabodhini Pathshala’ was established by Maharshidev in the first week
of June 1840, in Calcutta. The purpose of setting up this school (the manner
it was notified at that time) is like this: “Accepting English language as mother
tongue and Christian religion as ancestral religion,- To prevent these horrific
incidents, giving education of science and religious teaching in Bengali
language, giving practical and spiritual truth both types of education free of
cost to the students...”. But this school did not run in Kolkata for long. On
30 April 1843, Debendranath had set up a ‘Tattwabodhini Pathshala’ with
the same intention in the Bansbere village.

The worship takes pl

Debendranath, was an appropriate visionary of Bengal during that period.
This great man has left Santiniketan for us. This Santiniketan was a barren
valley. Maharshidev saw this place on the way to Raipur. Standing in this
liberal open wilderness, he could see establishment of throne of eternity. In
the life of Maharishi’s life there were fascination for meditation and nature.
In nature he would get the touch of ‘Ekamebadwitiyam’ (only one without a
second). Surrounded by these two Chhatim tree, he settled twenty bighas of
land from the zamindar of Raipur. Then he placed his meditation seat below
Chhatim tree. There he got ‘comfort of life, joy of mind, peace of soul’

ngendranath, after renovating religion, while establishing its truthful
form introduced new ceremonial practice excluding paganism. Eliminating
Jagyik rituals (sacred fire worship), hom, narayansila etc sacred thread
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ceremony was perf T
L € € Toundation of new aw: It '

superstition ri ‘ new awakened Bengal fro

paF:ticular Conﬂ:i::i?en?al' He did not gave away Santiniketan Ashrgam forrz

formal initiation (D'ky.l © COme to Santiniketan one never has to go through

of the people The’bzgz);)rt(i .has Bven his monastery (ashram) in the hands

: thIS monastery | (4 , '
Shisiam Adwitiar Onastery is built on the path of - Shantam

Anandabazar

Pnor to Pl::ja, all the bhavans of the Visva-Bharati stages at least one
drama in the “Natyaghar” (Theatre Room). Puja vacation is knocking at the
doc?r. The golden bloom of the sunlight puts tinge in the mind of the children
their mind started to look forward to their home. At the same time, on tﬂh(;
day of Mahalaya at 3 in the afternoon, Anandabazar is organisec] which
ends at 8.00 in the evening. Actually it's a fair - for just a few hours. The
students of the Ashram puts up shops in the “Gour Prangan’- trading takes
place. As parents and guardians comes to take their children’s to home on
vacation resulting in increase in the number of buyers.

From the day before the festival, collections of bamboo, cloth etc. takes
place for constructing the shops. Making dolls and necklaces, drawing masks,
drawings of dies, and drawing cards have long been started. The festival
day gradually approaches. Tune of clarionet (Sanai) is heard from the dawn.
The gong (Kansi) and drum (Dhak) starts sounding. Children begin to decorate
the shops — Professors also join with them. Flower-leaf, coloured-sari,
colourful paper are accessories to decorate shops. By putting one jar above
another, and drawing on them a fine arcade is constructed and the

decorations of the shops are completed by noon.

“Gaur Prangan” is now non recognisable. The Circus Tent is in the middle.
The owner of the Circus is students of the “Kalavaban”. Elephants, horses,
lions, tigers, bear all are there in circus. Acting of Drama is being held in

“Sinha Sadan”. Tickets are being sold here also. In the convenience store
floral dresses are being sold. Beautiful floral ornaments are made by putting

red ‘Rangan’ flower (@%-Jungle Geranium) and bud of white ‘Tagor’ flower
(5512- crape Jesmine) on the leaves of Jackfruit. String made of Fir seeds and

“Sandhyamoni” (ryisfa-4 O'clock flower plant) seeds are being sold. Small
children are selling prepared betel leaf moving around in the fair. A boy or
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i hite card and pencj|
seated there with W ; Myoy
a girl of Kalavaban may be Il draw a sketch of yours and will ask Mone

. of them they Wi . A
?tanﬁ 't" fz)on:;one may write poem Of rhyme in your name and giving it ,
or that; S

ou they will ask money.
y events took place in Anandabazar. In the food shop tea,

ke ghugni, chop, beguni,dpeyanji, a|Ukabli,

o variety of name of things and variety of s, 4
:::a;vsv i?ie?;?:?? .o’Tcrl‘ock in t?:e night, the lights were disconnecteq ar?d
signal is given to close the shops. S.elllng should stop at 8-30. That day, it
tradition that after calculating profit & loss, the profit amount needs to pe
deposited to the “Daridra Bhandar” (Poverty fund) of welfare branch of
employees of Viswa Bharati.

Through this fair, many tasks are held which helped children to be
emotionally strong and skilled. Through this children’s creative power, taste
of beauty is developed, also managing and accounting capacity is practiced
and they learned the ability to work together. By donating profit to welfare
branch power of sacrifice is increased.

EDUCATION AN

Many funny ;
coffee, different type of snaks li

Nandan Mela

Santiniketan’s Kalabhaban is the place of worship of Shilpacharyya
Nandalal. Nandalal’s involvement was quite long in the history of
Kalabhaban. Thats why naturally the student and professor of Kalabhana all
perceive the birthday of Nandalal as a memorable day. Nandalal was born
on December 3, 1883. On December 3, in the early morning students of
Kalabhaban use to sing (Baitalik) while going around a part of the Ashram.
Then the student and professors used to go out together for Banabhojan

(ALeTe-picnic). All day spent rejoicing. In this way, the birthday of

Shilpacharya became 2 festive d )
ay t
Kalabhaban y to the students and professors of

Festival, ‘Baroda Art Fair’ .
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The first fair was held at the Kalavaban in 1973. Then its name was
‘Nanda Mela’. The next year, 1974 it was named as ‘Nandan Mela’. This
offended some students and professors. Rabindranath Tagore’s named
Kalavaban workshop as ‘Nandan’. Workshop ‘Nandan’ gave pleasure to
Karmaveer (champion of work) Nandalal in his whole life. Therefore, in the
name of Shilpacharya or in the name of his creation or whether it is in the

name of arts, leaving these argument it can be said that this fair is a popular
festival of Visva-Bharati.

Various types of items of handicrafts are displayed in the fair, such as
idols, dolls, toys, painted dies, paintings, photos, calendar, congratulations
letter, brass jewellery, blouse pieces with batik work, scarf, vanity bag,
appliqué work etc. There are also tea and food shops. Tickets are sold for
Acting of play and variety entertainment programmes. The fair compound
are beautifully decorated. This decoration consists of art and beauty. Students
are engaged in various ways in preparing for this fair and their professional
skills are developed for making different types of saleable products. This
gives an opportunity to the students to come close to their professors and
gets the opportunity for getting “Gurmukhi Vidya” (direct learning from
teacher’s contact. So inner soul of this fair embraces education, art and
beauty.

Creation of permanent fund which was main objective of the fair that
fund has now become treasure of Lakshmi (Goddess of Wealth). The welfare
capability of this fund has made the students of the Kalavaban feel secured.
Students can borrow from the fund if needed. Poor students can get help to
run their studies. There are plans to provide scholarships to talented students
and arranging art exhibitions outside Santiniketan — the required expenditure
will be incurred from this fund. Like this, Students and Professors are having
many developmental plans.

Convocation

Convocation is mainly programme for bestowal of recognition for success.
The successful students in examination of Viswa Bharati are awarded
Abhigyan Patra and the same is presented to the student in the Convocation

ceremony.

It is noteworthy, which we are not unaware of that, Rabindranath was
not much trustful in the system of examinations, degrees, diplomas etc. For
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this reason, in the first phase of the Santiniketan Ashram, POEI ;(ept Fhe
students away from examination system and involved in education of making

good human being in the liberal natural environment.

Pramathnath Bishi, the first student of Santiniketan'commented- “At
that time, the same boy in Santiniketan was able to stgdy n h:ghe?r or lower
class according to the disparity of education; ... a child may lie in seventh
grade in Bangla-English, he is the eighth grade in mathematics.” Needless to
say, this style does not last forever. According to the peed and pressure of
different incidences later on poet has to accept prevailing education system

i.e. examination etc.
Convocation ceremony started in Visva-Bharati. The annual convocation
of Visva-Bharati use to be held with Paush festival (Poush Mela) at Amrakunj
in Santiniketan. On the second day of the Paush Mela i.e. 8th Paush, at
eight o’clock in the morning in presence of many invited honourable guests
and uninvited mass gatherings, at the end of recitation of Vedic Mantra
begins in the convocation ceremony. In the meeting, from the speeches of
Chancellor, Vice-Chancellor and the chief guest, full of knowledge and
wisdom, many achievement and work of the Viswa-Bharati are unfolded.
After delivery of the Acharya’s advice and blessings, with the Postgraduate
Certificate or Avigyan Patra a piece of Chhatim (=if%) leaf and Saptaparni

(=) leaf are given as symbol of peace and harmony.

Many may know the reason and history for giving leaf of Saptaparni tree
(Devils Tree). ‘Olympic Games’ began in the Golden Age of Greek
civilization in Homer’s Country Greece. If one wins in Olympic Games,
with the medal a beautiful bunch was given decorated with olive leaves. [t
is possible that, in view of this practice, giving Saptaparni (&%) leaf with
the certificate of Visva-Bharati graduates was introduced. But we think more
important mysterious reason is hidden in the leaves of Saptaparni tree. The
initial motivation of Maharshi Debendranath to establish Santiniketan was

‘Chhatima Tala’ @f$T@s1). Two Satparni Tree standing in the infinite darkness
gave him rest and comfort of mind. In Rabindranath’s words, “When my
father was returning, after attending invitation, from Bhuban Sinha’s house
in Raipur, he felt attracted to these two trees in the middle of the field. In
search of peace he accepted this land as donation from Sinha’s of Raipur. “

In 1952, the convocation of the Visva-Bharati Society was held in
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Amrakunj gorgeously. Sarbapalli Radhakrishnan preceded over the ceremony.
In his speech in the context of giving advice to the new graduates he said,
“Just now what Pandit Khsitimohan Sen spelt out towards you “Sattyanna
Pramaditbyam”, “Dharmanna Pramaditbyam”, “Kushalanna Pramaditbyam”
after that | think I don't have to say anything.”

In the Visva-Bharati’s convocation, prominent personalities of the country
and abroad use to be present as special guests, Not only Rajendra Prasad,
Radhakrishnan — prominent leaders of the country like Sarojini Naidu,
Jawaharlal Nehru, Abul Kalam Azad, Lal Bahadur Shastri, Indira Gandhi
and others have expressed their impressive views on in the convocation
ceremony. At the ceremony, not only the political personalities; artists and
poets, literary personalities, scientists, philosophers also accepted the
invitation for convocation, and rendered immense respect to the organization
of Rabindranath, in Amrakunja’s Chayabithi. In particular, note that Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru has repeatedly arrived at Amrakunja in Poushmela. He
attended not only as the Prime Minister of the country, but also present in
the playground like ordinary people. Sometime he reached school and ate
sitting with everyone. In the same way he mixed with the kids and played
with them. In one word he became part of Santiniketan. He alone use to

amused the environment

Festivals promote equality in diversity, brings neighbours into congregation
of happiness. Festivals endorse cultural exchanges and improve society’s
general psychological wellbeing. Rabindranath Tagore is one who realized
that social alliance can be the inner strength of the progression of humanity.
Tagore always wanted to encourage the creative self of person. According
to him, the very notion of creativity is the “surplus” for our divine soul
which connects one to the world. The consciousness of our personality
reveals as mass awareness and reflects prominently distinct with the colour

of our emotions. Rabindranath Tagore proposed whole lot various types of
festivals capturing multiplicities and diversities of creation. As an unprejudiced

person, Tagore valued all aspects of human creation through festivals.
Conventionally, festivals are community specific, always celebrated by
communities to practice ritualistic or religious activities. But Tagore’s
understanding of festival speaks a different tale of our life. He encourages
creativity as well as its application. In every aspect of Tagore’s philosophy,

abstraction and concreteness set out hand to hand.
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