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Historical theories and understandings jp

relation to the ancient India
Dr. Abinash Scngupta

Historian Upinder Singh has believed that, the academ;,
action of constructing and writing history of ancient India reveals
several major changes over time. Anall these changes and intentions
can e cleared against the background of the political and academic
contexts in which scholars came out and grown-up.! There are g
many varieties of schools, engaged in describing the nature and
character of ancient Indian politics and society.

A. K. Warder has argued that, every one historiography s
fragmentary, and possibility has determined whether the identified
fragments are as significant or as typical of the societies they
represent as the unidentified ones. He further said, the political
history of ancient India cannot be acknowledged in the similar detail
as that of ancient Greece or Rome or China, despite the fact that
we might wish to mark out at least the most imperative social
movements and interplay of states. But Warder believed, India’s
cultural history is more comprehensive than that of any other ancient
country.

In 1800, the Fort William College was established for
enlightening Companies employees about Indian culture, tradition
and social systems as they can understand Indian people better.
Mrityunjoy Sharma, a teacher of Fort William College published an
article in Bengali regarding the time line of ancient Indian history.
This was the beginning of historical writing by an Indian regarding
the India’s ancient past. In India, the idea of history can be observed
asa combination of religion and philosophy. Therefore, a powerﬁﬂ
mythic structure undergirds the perception of history, and it 13
Unde@tandable that history for the Hindus is resided in actuality
;’;’dl};g;d; culture has both a paleocentric and myﬂ.lopoetic natt'lr‘t‘ti]3
were in nor '(:‘Sh approach was changed towards Indiaand the Bdf ‘:}‘; \
British e oubf of their ruling over India. And. it was founc o

anxious of the reality that English civilians coming

42




