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significance of the marriage rituals in Ancient
India: The Vedic perspective
Soumik Piri

Vivaha Samskara or marriage is a highly important ritualistic event
1 the life of a Hindu. It 1s an exciting event for the couple getting
married and their families. From ancient times, marriages have been
arranged between families by the process of sending wooers to the
house of the bride, going through the process of selecting her and in
some cases with the exchange of gifts and money. Considerations
such as Caste, Gothra, Sapinda relationships and the qualities of the
bride and the groom have played a part in choosing brides and grooms.
The word Vivaha comes from the root ‘Vah’- to carry. Some
other words meaning marriage are PanigrahaGa, Parinaya, Udvaha,
Upayama etc. PanigrahaGa 1s the earliest ritual of marriage which is
mentioned in Zg Veda. Meaning holding of hand, Panigrahana appears
to have been common to many other cultures as a marriage ritual.
Parinaya comes from Agni Parinayana, namely circumambulating the
fire. Udvaha also comes from the root “Vah’. Upayama means bringing
closer referring to acquiring a bride to be part of the household. A lot
of importance was given to the journey of the bride to her husband’s
home with elaborate rituals prescribed for it. It appears that for this
reason, the word Vivaha is the most commonly used one to represent
marriage. All the Grhya Sutras use the word Vivaha as the main heading
when writing about the marriage ceremony. Vivaha represents the
journey of the bride to her husband’s house to become a partner in
the stage of Grhastasrama with her husband.

It is said in Tandya Maha BrahmaGa, it & st Sewi at fa
il foare feaae w® TEffal Tan.MB.VIL10.

Heaven and Earth were once together but they separated, then
they said, ‘Let us have a marriage, let there be co-operation between
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With the words Upayama and Panigrahana, Parinaya a|s
appears 1n the scriptures of rituals.

Marmage nituals which evolved in an era long gone past are even
today being practiced with the basic elements unchanged. Marriage
's an event involving not just the couple but families and friends as
well. Marnage forms an important milestone as one step into the life
of'a householder and prepares to start a family. It is also the vehicle
to carry on the traditions of conducting religious obligations by
performing yajnas etc. for the well being of the family as well as to
please the souls of ancestors. Marriage 1s the first step in a man’s life
in Grhastasrama which is considered by many to be the superior of
the four Asramas. Grhastasrama was an important stage in the
development of man. A man was expected to fulfill his social
responsibilities and desires by raising a family, earning money through
his profession and to ensure continuance of his lineage. Even though
ultimately, the ideal goal would be to attain Moksa, the seers of the
Vedic age realised the practicality of life as a Grhasta. Grhastasrama
also fulfilled the innate desire to continue the human race by marriage
and procreation.

According one ancient view, man and woman represent Pradhana
Purusa and Prakruti and they come together in marriage to prolong
creation. It was considered that a man has to get married and produce
offspring to have lived a complete life.

TF 3N T A1 SN Ao T ST 7 faey Y9 qeasry ol fe
TEwE 3 qeT T faedsar e af fe wat wafm S.Br.V.2.1.10

The wife is indeed half of one’s self: therefore, as long as man
does not secure a wife and beget an issue, he remains incomplete.
When a man gets a wife and begets progeny, only then he becomes
complete.

T T S fo FeTwimEeT = ALB1.2.5
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pil
(e rituals a8 desenbed m Ry V“"_‘“ are the following
Negotiation and selection of the bride
o }“-II&T(III)":IH2Ill.‘\'|)ltfll)ll.‘1'(|£ly
o Panigrahand

Carrying the bride to her new home in a chariof
° ('nnsﬂlnlllmlimlul'lhcn'u.n'l'iugc
Firom the above, it 18 clear that child marriages were not prevalent
i1 the carly era. C'onsummation took place immediately after
arriage and this meant that only girls who had reached puberty
were ready for marriage. Child marriages came into vogue later
in the Dharma Sutra and Smrti periods.
Rituals mentioned in Atharva Veda are the following;
» Sclecting an auspicious day
« Ritual bath of the bride
o PanigrahaGa
o Asmarohana
e [ajaHoma
o Journey to the groom’s house
o Sitting onabull’s hide
o Consummation of marriage
Here one can notice that Asmarohana, Laja Homa and Sitting
ona bull’s hide have been introduced. Other features like Saptapadi,
Dhruva Arundhati Darsana etc. were introduced subsequently. All
rituals had specific goals as their purpose such as praying for Longevity,
Faithfullness, Good Children, Wealth, Cattle, Harmonious relationship
etc. Some rituals involved warding offof evil spirits, machinations of
enemies and dangers while going on journeys etc. Some Grhya Sutras
mention the use of Music, Dance and Musical [nstruments in the
marriage ceremony. Expiation or Prayascitta is also part of Vivaha
2ainskara. Napita Karma has been mentioned in Baudhayana Grhya
Sutra,
- Vivaha Samskara does not figure promin
Sama Veda even though Grhya Sutras, Dharma
belonging to these two Vedas describe1 (}/ivahﬂ Sam
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ently in Yajur Veda and
Qutras and Smrtis
skaras in detail.
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yanur Veda deals mostly with Srauta rituals while Sama Veda g litufgica]

with emphasis on the musical aspect of the Slokas, The Marriy
ceremony 1s also dealt with in Smritis, Puranas, Itihasas, Kama Sutrg "
Kavyas and Natakas etc. However, the basis of all ritualg i in tht
Grhya Sutras. Smrit texts which came after Grhya Sutras brought iy
many changes to the rituals. Different commentaries on the Grhyg
Sutras have led to the establishment of Prayogas, Paddhatis and
Karikas which explain the rituals and their contexts elaborately_
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